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Located on a flat site above the Sunset Strip in the
Hollywood Hills, this 5,000-square-foot house opens
up to the landscape, with spacious balconies, large
glass walls, and impressive views of Hollywood.
The house’s simple, interlocking forms, L-shaped
plan (arranged around a long pool), and warm
material palette evoke a clean, rational approach
reminiscent of the early modernist homes in

the area by Schindler, Neutra, and other architec-
tural legends. Most of the first floor is glazed,
making the timber and concrete-clad upper floor
appear light, as if it were afloat.

The Reserve is an eco-friendly development of

24 single-family units within the lush jungle
overlooking the Pacific Ocean in the small town
of Santa Teresa, Costa Rica. The developer is Los
Angeles-based Dan Nathanson. The development
will use natural, local materials for building

and pervious materials for surfacing. Low-lying
and dug into the ground, the building will “try

to make a minimal impact on the landscape,” says
Thompson. The community will likely rely on elec-
tric vehicles, says Thompson. Like the Ridgewood
house, the open floorplan along with the full wall
of sliding glass will allow the jungle terrain and the
inside living spaces to blend together.

In renovating the City of Commerce’s Central
Library, situated in a 1960s warehouse, the firm
uncovered a series of three north-facing
sawtooth skylights that had been covered up

and left unused. The firm’s design exposes and
highlights these apertures, using their form,

as well as that of the warehouse’s trusses, for
inspiration. The minimal design will maximize
natural light and open space, celebrating the form
of the original building. “We want to keep it pretty
simple and pretty clean,” says Thompson of the
library, on which the firm is working with Dallas-
based Providence Architecture. The scheme will
play with color and art and will be open and
flooded with light.

The Ridgewood Residence, in Larchmont,
somehow fits perfectly into a block full of
Craftsman houses. The modernist-inspired house
was built using an interesting combination of
natural, local materials, dynamic patterning, a
blur in the distinction between outside and inside,
and creative space-maximizing. Materials include
sustainably-harvested cedar and smooth plaster,
while the garage is made of a combination of
colorful, medium density overlay panels, creating
a sense of movement. Large glass doors slide past
solid walls to allow the interior spaces to transition
to the outside. A second-floor deck stretches out
over the garage and spills into the yard, and other
decks project out from the master bedroom and

a bedroom for the couple’s daughter.
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