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“... restlessly dedicated to contemporary living.”
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PHELPS RESIDENCE

“.. .  the notion of a traditional f ront yard and 
backyard disappears, and the inhabitants 

are f ree to extend their living experience to 
the entire site.”

– David Thompson, Assembledge+
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Huntington Beach, California, United States PHELPS RESIDENCE

The Phelps Residence is a remodel of a regional mid-century house that 
was originally developed in the 1960s along with the rest of the Hungting-
ton Harbor neighborhood. We have talked about the renovation with the 

Principal and Founder of Assembledge+, David Thompson.

“The inspiration for the Phelps Residence was rooted in the mid-century bones 
of the existing structure. The goal of the renovation was to take the initial in-
tent of the sensibility and raise it to the next level. From our perspective, we 
were helping to f ind the true intent of the design. The project makes its con-
nection to the true Southern California lifestyle by opening the building to 
embrace the entire site. By opening the living room on both sides, the notion 
of a traditional f ront yard and backyard disappears, and the inhabitants are 
f ree to extend their living experience”, David says. In this regard, the wall-to-
wall, full height sliding doors really create an impression by enabling a true in-
door-outdoor experience while creating a great effect of f raming the views to 
the rear backyard; almost picture-like. The decision of opening up the spaces 

is of course further encouraged by the warm Californian climate. “The
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climate of the Harbor provides an ideal environment to open the space up to 
the yards year-round, thereby expanding the footprint of the house and allow-
ing for an uninterrupted flow between rooms and indoor and outdoor areas”, 
David explains. Due to this climate, the yards became an important part of the 
project – yet imposed a challenge: “The greatest challenge on the project was 
determining the f inal location for the pool cabana. The shape of the site wid-
ens in the rear, and our initial thought was that the cabana should be placed 
on the north side of the rear yard. However, after the construction began, we 
realized that locating the cabana on the south side created a better solution. 
It not only had a better relationship with the pool, but it also helped to protect 
the rear yard f rom the street”, David says.

The volume of the house is a two-story stucco façade structure with vertical 
cedar and black metal accents, while the interior is bright and flooded with 
sunlight. It is therefore safe to say that the ground-up renovation has com-
pletely transformed the original home f rom the 1960’s, made it contemporary, 
and infused it with new life – ready to provide a great living experience.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Huntington+Beach,+CA,+USA/@33.6929867,-118.011513,12z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80dd2422f9c82ab5:0x45ed85c9a4663b01!8m2!3d33.6594835!4d-117.9988026
https://www.assembledge.com
https://www.paulvuphotography.com
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Words of the Week

What is contemporary architecture? As you may already know, our 
motto is to be »restlessly dedicated to contemporary living«. But, what 
does it actually mean? Some of you may also know that contemporary 
architecture is defined as the architecture of the 21st century. How-
ever, it is very difficult to point towards a specific architectural style, 
since contemporary architecture can be expressed in various ways. 
Personally, I most of all consider the type of lifestyle and the thoughts 
put into the house. I usually ask myself: Is the house responding to 
current and near-future trends and needs? Does the house challenge 
the norms and propose innovation? By reading through this week’s 
issue, you may have noticed that there is no real consistency in terms 
of the visual aesthetic between the projects. They are different – they 
look different. This is the point I wanted to show and celebrate; that 
contemporary architecture is diverse. I sincerely believe it is the diver-
sity in ideas – in visual expression and technology – that can innovate 
the way we live.

I really hope you enjoyed this week’s e-Magazine, and I really appre-
ciate that you support our work. With your support, we will be able 
to offer even more. So thank you! Have a great weekend and see you 
again next Friday!

“


