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Preface

Bungalows are a place of
longing for many people.
They are detached dwell-
ings — mostly single-family
houses - in which life takes
place largely on the first
floor. Thus, bungalows of-
ten already fulfill important
requirements for barrier-free
construction. However, the
phrase “mostly on the first
floor” already shows that
there can also be an upper
floor, or at least a convert-
ed roof. In some places, the
generic term “bungalow”
has been applied to a spe-
cific stylistic form of this
type, but the original type
and the most common form
of bungalow do not have a
flat roof. Only in continental
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Europe did the building type
and post-war modernism
arrive simultaneously from
the United States, so that the
term evokes a ground-floor-
only flat-roof building in the
mind of, for example, a Ger-
man-speaker. However, the
definition of the bungalow
does not limit it to the first
floor and flat roof at all.

The bungalow, in its pres-
ent form, originated as a
detached, low-rise residen-
tial building in India when
British colonial officials
there adapted the build-
ing type for their summer
residences. The word also
derives from Indian: in Gu-
jarati banglo means “Ben-
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gali”, in Hindi bangla means
the Bengali house. Houses
were small, single-story,
and detached with a large
porch. Enthralled by their
simplicity and functionality,
British officials imitated the
houses, whose rooms were
organized around a central
parlor. This concept was
adopted as exotic and ex-
clusive in England and later
in America. There, the term
was used in the late 19th
century to describe even
very large estate or country
houses in completely differ-
ent stylistic manifestations:
with columned porticoes
and two full stories plus
large gable roofs, possibly
including decorative gables,

they were much closer to an
ancient villa suburbana than
to the archetype or a post-
war bungalow.

Today, bungalows are one-
or one-and-a-half-story
detached single-family
houses, which usually take
up the spatial solutions of
apartment floor plans. The
upper floor, if any, which
extends only partially over
the first floor, or the often flat
attic, usually contains the
washrooms and bedrooms.
In most cases, however,
these rooms are also on the
first floor, which contributes
to the living comfort and
functionality of this type of
building.



The juxtaposition of numer-
ous apartments in a bun-
galow development is, of
course, ecologically ques-
tionable, not only in terms of
the built-up area, but also in
terms of the land occupied
by roads and sidewalks in
front of and between the
individual buildings. The
architects are trying to com-
pensate for this with a vari-
ety of sustainable strategies,
about which this volume
also provides information in
a separate factual section.

On the other hand, it is pre-
cisely the longitudinal exten-
sion of the building volume
that makes the bungalow
aesthetically appealing. One

10

thinks of Ludwig Mies van
der Rohe’s Barcelona Pavil-
ion at the 1929 World'’s Fair
or post-war buildings such
as Philip Johnson’s Glass
House (New Canaan, 1949).
The undivided floor plan, the
richness of light from floor-
to-ceiling windows, and the
simple flat roof panel can be
combined in countless con-
figurations. These buildings
continue to have an impact
in many places and at all
times to this day. The chan-
cellor’'s bungalow in Bonn
by Sep Ruf (1964) shows that
these buildings were also
perceived as highly repre-
sentative - even if it was not
used by most chancellors
because it was too mod-
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ern for them. Whether flat
or roofed depends in many
places also on the building
regulations or the context.

Many of the buildings pre-
sented here also use sloping
terrain to achieve a flat im-
pression despite the actual
larger building volume. But
apart from these post-war
modernist bungalows, the
Indian archetype or Amer-
ican image from the vast
suburbia also lives on in
modern bungalow construc-
tion: The more traditional,
single-story longhouse with
small windows, gables and
chimneys, and wide porch
on the street facade lends it-
self to contemporary reinter-

pretation. Thus, the history
of the building type provides
numerous opportunities for
reinvention - in individual
cases as extensions or even
the merging of existing bun-
galows - that further enrich
the image of what a bunga-
low is.

page 9: Singapore. Bungala for Euro-
pean in federated Malay States

page 11: Ludwig Mies van der Rohe’s
Barcelona Pavilion, 1929
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Laurel Hills
Residence

USA
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Laurel Hills Residence

Architecture: Assembledge+

Interior design: Susan Mitnick Design Studio
Landscape design: Fiore Landscape Design
Completion: 2019

Project address: Los Angeles, CA, USA
Bedrooms: 5

Gross floor area: 455 m?

Size of site: 1,675 m?

61



62

Laurel Hills Residence

The single-story residence

is composed of three pa-
vilions. The living pavilion

in the west, the sleeping
pavilion in the east, and the
guest house/garage pavilion
are connected by a series of
glass hallways. A walkway

of concrete pavers, lined by

wild grasses, leads to the
front door, passing a tranquil
courtyard with olive trees.
The entry to the house is
located within a glass hall-
way, connecting the sleep-
ing and the living pavilion.
Large windows, skylights,
and pocketing doors in-

fuse the home with natural
light, reflecting off wooden
floors and marble counter-
tops. The fluidity between
the kitchen, breakfast room
and family room, designed
for uninterrupted entertain-
ment, creates a harmony of

transparency and lightness.

Outside, the 12-meter pool
and ample space create a
series of outdoor rooms. The
surrounding trees and hills
are taken to be the building
envelope and the exterior
walls of the house are recon-
ceived as a series of parti-
tion walls.
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Laurel Hills Residence

Main materials: western

red cedar; painted cement
board; glass

Ecological aspects: low
massing to utilize shading
from surrounding trees with
large roof for solar; over-
hangs to south; reflective
roof surfaces; LED lighting;
high efficiency HVAC sys-
tems; rainwater collection;
drought-tolerant landscaping
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