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WILD, WARM
MODERNISM

An aging, single-story home on a vast lot offered architect David Thompson

and his wife Jamie the perfect expansion for their family of four.

When David Thompson, founder and  principal
designcr of the architecture firm Assembiecige+ and Jamie
Thompson, a real estate agent, drove onto an 18,000 sq f
property for sale, thcy were instantiy entranced by the giant
eucaiyptus and oak trees that sat canopicd over a ranch-styic
home. The matured woods disappearcd into the hillside’s
darkness that defines Laurel Canyon, a majestic scene that thcy
couldn’let go of. The home itself was fine, minimally dilapidated
and a bit “bizarre” but the property and those trees were “just
phcnomcnai — its like you‘rc in a forest, says David. “It rcaiiy

SPOi{C to US.”

siowly allowed the home to dcsign itself in a way that best
compiemcntcd its environmental habitat and the family’s own
natural movements.

That phcnomcnal backdrop was also an intcgrai part
of the redcsign, where thcy considered and reconsidered
schemes that would blur the exterior walls and ccilings, so the
iandscapc could feel one with the interior and vice versa. Apart
from the property’s raw, captivating bcauty, the home and its
surroundings had an element of discovcry that intrigued
David. “I wanted a little bit of that experience to translate in a

way,” says David, WhO rcdcsigncd thC home to rcﬂcct

Painted cement <+
board and Western
Red Cedar make up
the exterior siding

Before the coupie made any changcs, they lived in the asense ofcuriosity and intrigue.

house, a practice David advises his clients to do whenever With his team at Asscmbicdgc+, David came
possibic. “The experience ofiiving there is a way to learn about up with a compartmcntaiizcd dcsign that hosts three

ti’lC iand and thﬁ Pl‘OPCI‘Iy, ilOW yOU use it and hOVV it HOWS,» says structural voiumcs, cach serving ti’lCiI‘ own purposc.

David. “You learn a lot in that process.” David, Jamic and their
two young children spent two years in the home, iistening to it,

obscrving the iight and watching the rain fall. The process

The iiving) guest, and slccping pavilions are connected through a
datum line that curves and connects the structures togethcr.

Fioor—to—ceiiing giass walls frame the native iandscape thar folds
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That phenomenal backdrop was
also an integral part of the
redesign, where they considered
and reconsidered schemes that
would blur the exterior walls and
ceilings, so the landscape could
feel one with the interior and
vice versa.

—» > Aline pendant with
midnight globes by
Douglas & Bec hangs into the canyon like a painting, Crcativeiy yet
over the custom . ) .
table made by Reeve sparmgly, the architects brought in a sense of
Schley, with a set of
‘Metropolitan’ chairs
by B & B ltalia. The
painting is by
Christina Craemer ﬂooring and cxposcd cciiing beams — movements

warmth and character to thC singie-story OPCD ﬂoor

pian through its slight gradc changcs, white oak

that allowed the iayout to remain open, yet defined.
The coupic worked with friend and interior dcsigncr Susan
Mitnick, who hcipcd fill the home with warm pieces that spcak
to their aesthetics and personai stylcs.

The kitchen was dcsigned by Asscmbicdge+ and
thoughtﬁiiiy arrangcd to climinate upper cabinctry above the
countertops, while still providing ampic amounts of storage.
David kcpt the colors dark and muted, so the more innate
materials, such as the Calacatta Cremo stone and white oak
ﬂooring, could sing,

When it came to the landscape, David and Jamic
worked with Fiore Landscapc Dcsign to internalize their
outdoor rooms. “Its an extension of the living experience into

the iandscape,” says David. They brought in rcgionai, drought—

oy | - s

resistant botanicals to fill the outdoor space. The couple wanted o o s f o ]

to introduce a few olive trees to their new home, a species they
adored and leftat their previous home. Thcy traveledtoa nursery
and spent the day walking amongst aging cvergreens, finaily
choosing three 85-y€ar-old olive trees, which had grown togctiier

on the lot their entire lives. The trees now sit side by
—» A natural flow in and

out exists throughout  side in their courtyard and are thriving. “They just
the home. The pool’s
reflection is seen

through the hallway

bring this old, deep soul to the house, says David.
David and Jamie, with the team ac
Asscmbicdgc+, thoughtfuiiy and succcssﬁiiiy

asscmbicd Q.ii OFthC City’S bCS[S into a work ofart thC COUPiC now

C?liiS home.
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Apart from the property’s raw,

captivating beauty, the home and
its surroundings had an element
of discovery that intrigued David
and Jamie.

The sofas and chairs, from RH, sit over a Abrolhos, haute
Bohemian wool rug by Mehraban

A recessed exhaust fan was installed above the kitchen’s
Calacatta Crema marble island

In the breakfast nook, Wishbone chairs in steel blue
lacquer surround the Saarinen round dining table by Knoll.

The Voyage pendant is by Jens Kajus & Claus Jakobsen
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A Bolle Sole
Pendant by Galottie
Radice lights the
custom nightstand
in the primary
bedroom. A bed’s
throw is by JG

Switzer
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A casual living room
sits off the kitchen
and breakfast room
and flows into the
yard through custom
pocket doors
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